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The air feels so fresh and smells so so good! I love the fall. We have gotten our 
first snow and a temporary Tioga Pass closure, which is very exciting for all our 
ski lovers! Hopefully the weather holds off for a little while longer so we can get 
in some last-minute east side hikes and sunsets. Along with exciting seasonal 
changes, November brings us lots to celebrate: Veterans Day, Dia de los
Muertos, and Trans Awareness Week. All of these have a full page of 
information and resources to help you learn more and celebrate in
your own way. We also have some upcoming events, 
which include many NPS-specific webinars and 
trainings, as well as a very exciting Dia de los
Muertos Sal’s event on November 2nd, and recurring 
community yoga events. Have a great month!
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Upcoming Events

November 2, 5:00pm  

The Yosemite Employee Association and Yosemite 
BIPOC Employee Resource Group present Dia de 
los Muertos Sal’s Night! Join us at the El Portal 
Community Hall for activities including face 
painting, loteria, an ofrenda, and a pinata! All bar 
tips go to the BIPOC ERG.  

Sal’s Dia de los Muertos

November 28, 12:00pm – 4:00pm 

A person who suffers from imposter syndrome 
feels that they don’t deserve the success they 
have achieved, despite evidence pointing to the 
contrary. They feel like a fraud and think that they 
are never really good enough. This training course 
is designed to help organizations and their 
employees (managers and team members alike) 
identify and overcome imposter syndrome (or at 
least limit its impact) in the workplace. Register 
here.

Imposter Syndrome in 
the Workplace 

November 8, 9:00am
November 15, 7:00am 
November 16, 12:00pm 

You, like many, may be wondering about 
appropriate ways to interact with people with 
disabilities. This presentation will give a general 
understanding of a wide range of disabilities 
including physical, mental, cognitive, or sensory 
impairments. It will also discuss disability 
awareness and give tips on social courtesies. Click 
here to register.

EAP Webinar: 
"Understand Disabilities" 

November 16-17, 10:00am – 1:00pm 

Increase Participants understanding of emotional 
intelligence and its role in effective leadership. 
Explore key areas of leadership in relation to 
emotional intelligence, and understand your own 
Emotional Intelligence. Articulate strengths and 
areas with opportunity for growth and come up 
with a personal development plan for increasing 
Emotional Intelligence. Register here.

Emotionally Effective 
Leadership  

These classes are donation-based, volunteer-led, 
and welcome to all levels. Classes are held at the 
same time every week in two locations: Wawona 
Redwoods with Breezy Jackson, and El Portal 
Community Hall with rotating instructors. Check 
the schedule & learn more at 
balancedrock.org/community. 

Community Yoga
Mondays, 6:00pm - 7:15pm
@ El Portal Community Hall

Tuesday, 6:15pm - 7:30pm
@ Wawona Redwoods

Several dates in November & December 

Working with the public is a rewarding part of 
being an interpreter and educator. But when 
tension flares among visitors and conflict 
escalates, what do you do? This suite of courses is 
targeted for interpreters and educators working 
with the public, to build skills in bystander 
intervention techniques especially around 
confronting antisemitism, building conflict de-
escalation skills, and building tools for 
personal resilience .  Click here to learn more.

New Courses for NPS 
Interpreters

Upcoming Events

Looking for NPS DEIA workshops 
and trainings? Check out the 
Inclusion Café on SharePoint!

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DurWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlIgaNTZMM9BFh-4y99prCkFUNThEQVZBNVdBOFI5VzA2NTNaQjNKV01MTS4u&data=05%7C01%7CSara_Soroka%40partner.nps.gov%7C2055f715f38d4c78c90408dbcc2f6023%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638328276316434312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XeQGm8kHtIHYTvEGMWrlWMXguZjqj2pMcFnaQON6hXU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DurWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlIgaNTZMM9BFh-4y99prCkFUNThEQVZBNVdBOFI5VzA2NTNaQjNKV01MTS4u&data=05%7C01%7CSara_Soroka%40partner.nps.gov%7C2055f715f38d4c78c90408dbcc2f6023%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638328276316434312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XeQGm8kHtIHYTvEGMWrlWMXguZjqj2pMcFnaQON6hXU%3D&reserved=0
https://doitalent.ibc.doi.gov/mod/facetoface/view.php?id=56303
https://doitalent.ibc.doi.gov/mod/facetoface/view.php?id=56303
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DurWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlIgaNTZMM9BFh-4y99prCkFUN1JVTE1SUVBUSU9JNkNVTUVQSU9RN0NKUy4u&data=05%7C01%7CSara_Soroka%40partner.nps.gov%7C2055f715f38d4c78c90408dbcc2f6023%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638328276316434312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Ti51h6OJ1ZHpIiW75NnauB%2BqYrMk7HdBTEqas1TgYw%3D&reserved=0
https://doimspp.sharepoint.com/sites/nps-waso-training/SitePages/Conflict-De-escalation%2C-Resilience%2C-and-Intervening-to-Confront-Antisemitism--new-courses-for-Interpreters.aspx?from=DigestNotification&CT=1698684275665&OR=OWA-NT&CID=bdcca62a-89fb-a3f9-454f-6fd94ca34307
https://doimspp.sharepoint.com/sites/boem-DCA#resources-and-opportunities-focused-on-diversity%2C-equity%2C-inclusion-and-accessibility


Veterans Day

November 11

Veterans Day

Veterans Day is a time for us to pay our respects to those who have 
served and to reflect upon the heroism of those who were lost in 

our country’s service. By marking this day annually, we reaffirm our 
national values of duty, honor, selflessness, civic responsibility, and 
passion for our country. Originally called “Armistice Day,” Veterans 
Day was supposed to serve as a time that would remind nations to 

always strive for peaceful relationships. Click to learn more.

“I want to acknowledge and thank our many coworkers who have served in the military. 
Yosemite National Park employes more than 100 military veterans, representing all 
service branches, and who in some cases have seen combat from present day and 

dating back to the Korean War. My thanks for your service and sacrifice as a member of 
the military, and for your continued service today.” - Cicely Muldoon, 2021 

Mariposa Gazette ‘Spotlight on Veterans’ 
The Mariposa Gazette with be highlighting veterans and 

active-duty service members in their November 9th issue, 
available for free to all. For submissions, email 

nicole@mariposagazette.com or call (209) 966-2500 by 
November 1st. 

DOI Veterans Employee Resource Group
Click here to join the department-wide ERG. 

Local Resources: Veteran Services | 
Mariposa County, CA - Official Website

Mariposa VFW 
The Mariposa Post (Post 6042) meets at 6pm the 2nd Thursday of each 
month in the VFW Building (backside of the Mariposa Visitors Center 
at 5158 Hwy 140, Mariposa, CA 95338). Click here for more VFW info. For 
questions, contact paul_brown@nps.gov

Lifetime Passes for Military Veterans and Gold Star Families 
Each lifetime pass covers entrance fees for a driver and all passengers in a 
personal vehicle at national parks and national wildlife refuges, as well as 
standard amenity fees at national forests and grasslands, and at lands 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation and 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Click here for more info.

https://va.org/the-history-of-veterans-day-and-why-it-is-so-important/
mailto:nicole@mariposagazette.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fteam%2F19%253a98356c2794374fa19d274d3565c53bdd%2540thread.skype%2Fconversations%3FgroupId%3Dc3fbccfb-8937-4e84-9d9f-2d4635a31e53%26tenantId%3D0693b5ba-4b18-4d7b-9341-f32f400a5494&data=05%7C01%7CSara_Soroka%40partner.nps.gov%7C603d6b5f10574950c75508dbd57bb8a5%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638338499970385470%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3%2F%2FXRMhoA0pjeNea%2BNY%2BU5X1cn2%2FmJp%2BK0eecUgVK%2B8%3D&reserved=0
http://ca-mariposacounty.civicplus.com/185/Services
http://ca-mariposacounty.civicplus.com/185/Services
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vfw.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSara_Soroka%40partner.nps.gov%7C603d6b5f10574950c75508dbd57bb8a5%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638338499970385470%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bBghY0hSJ%2FhKJ1pcg0kOHAULLnuRf6W%2FESwwWEpGXX0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:paul_brown@nps.gov
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/11-8-2022-lifetime-pass.htm


Dia de los Muertos

Dia de los Muertos
October 31 - November 2

Día de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is a holiday in Mexico, also observed 
to a lesser extent in other areas of Latin America and in the United States. 

This holiday honors dead loved ones and celebrates making peace with the 
eventuality of death by treating it familiarly, without fear and dread. The 
holiday is derived from the rituals of the pre-Hispanic peoples of Mexico.  

Ofrenda (Offering) 
Ofrendas, also known as offerings or altars, are a central 

symbol of the holiday, created to welcome the souls of dead 
loved ones. Ofrendas help families remind a lost loved one that 

they have not forgotten them. 

CALAVERAS: (aka sugar skulls) They 
represent the deceased relatives. 
They are often made of sugar or 
chocolate, and often consumed by 
kids after the celebration. FOOD: To celebrate the 

arrival of a decease loved 
one, a banquet of their 
favorite food and drinks 
are placed as an offering.

PHOTOS & POSSESSIONS: 
To remind spirits of the life 

they lived.

MARIGOLDS: The unique scent and 
bright color of marigolds help to 

draw dead souls closer to an altar.

CANDLES: Symbols of love for 
deceased relatives and guiding lights 
for their spirits. 

PAPEL PICADO: Paper garlands made of tissue 
paper with intricate designs and bright colors. 
Represent the union between life and death. 

INCENSE: Used as a way to
purify the souls of the dead 

and ward off evil spirits.



Trans Awareness Week

Trans Awareness Week
November 13-19 

Info from: Transgender Awareness Week | GLAAD
Transgender Awareness Week is a week when transgender people and their allies take 

action to bring attention to the community by educating the public about who 
transgender people are, sharing stories and experiences, and advancing advocacy around 
issues of prejudice, discrimination, and violence that affect the transgender community. 

68% of Americans believe they 
have never personally met 

anyone who is transgender .

Watch the documentary DISCLOSURE on Netflix. 
DISCLOSURE invites viewers to see the dynamic 

interplay between trans representation on 
screen, the resulting cultural attitudes off-screen, 

and real-world consequences of these 
inauthentic, stereotypical depictions on the lives 

of real trans people as told by the 30 trans people 
interviewed for the film. Click for options to learn 

more

Info from: Transgender Day of Remembrance | GLAAD
Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) is an annual observance on 

November 20 that honors the memory of the transgender people whose 
lives were lost in acts of anti-transgender violence. TODR was started in 
1999 by transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith as a vigil to honor 

the memory of Rita Hester, a transgender woman who was killed in 1998. 
The vigil commemorated all the transgender people lost to violence since 

Rita Hester’s death, and began an important tradition that has become 
the annual Transgender Day of Remembrance. 

“Transgender Day of Remembrance seeks to 
highlight the losses we face due to anti-
transgender bigotry and violence. I am no 
stranger to the need to fight for our rights, 
and the right to simply exist is first and 
foremost. With so many seeking to erase 
transgender people — sometimes in the 
most brutal ways possible — it is vitally 
important that those we lose are 
remembered, and that we continue to fight 
for justice.” 
– Transgender Day of Remembrance founder 
Gwendolyn Ann Smith 

https://glaad.org/transweek/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/350174/mixed-views-among-americans-transgender-issues.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/350174/mixed-views-among-americans-transgender-issues.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/350174/mixed-views-among-americans-transgender-issues.aspx
https://www.disclosurethemovie.com/about
https://glaad.org/33rd-annual-glaad-media-award-nominees-include-outstanding-stories-about-trans-people/
https://glaad.org/33rd-annual-glaad-media-award-nominees-include-outstanding-stories-about-trans-people/
https://glaad.org/tdor/
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